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About this exemplars pack

This pack has been produced to support History teachers delivering the new A Level
History specification (first teaching 2015). Existing exemplar packs for both AS and A
Level can be found on the Edexcel website and further packs will be published as centres
progress through the course.

The pack contains exemplar student responses to A Level History Paper 1:
. 1F: In search of the American Dream: the USA, c1917-96.

It shows real student responses to questions from the Summer 2017 examination series.
The questions covered in this pack address Assessment Objectives 1 and 3.

% in
Students must: GCE
AO1 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features
related to the periods studied, making substantiated 55
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance
AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary
and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical 20
context
AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been 25
interpreted
Total 100%

Following each question, you will find the mark scheme for the band that the student has
achieved.
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Paper 9HIO_1F

Section A

Question 1 and Question 2
EITHER

1 How far do you agree that the New Deal brought about a significant improvement in

the lives of racial minorities and women?
OR

2 How accurate is it to say that it was the actions of civil rights leaders that explain the
increased success of the civil rights campaign in the years 1955-687

Exemplar response A

Chosen question number: Question1 X Question2 £
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This response received 6 marks.

2 4-7 * There is limited analysis of some key features of the period relevant to
the question, but descriptive passages are included that are not clearly
shown to relate to the focus of the question.

+ Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but lacks range or
depth and has only implicit links to the demands and conceptual focus of
the question.

« An overall judgement is given but with limited substantiation and the
criteria for judgement are left implicit.

* The answer shows some attempts at organisation, but most of the
answer is lacking in coherence, clarity and precision.
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Exemplar response B

Chosen question number: Question 1 Question2 K
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This response received 16 marks.

4 13-16 | - Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an analysis of the
relationships between key features of the period, although treatment of
issues may be uneven.

+ Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its
demands.

« Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied in the process of coming to a judgement. Although some of the
evaluations may be only partly substantiated, the overall judgement is
supported.

* The answer is generally well organised. The argument is logical and is
communicated with clarity, although in a few places it may lack
coherence and precision.
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Section B
Question 3 and Question 4
EITHER

3 How far do you agree that the impact the Second World War had on American politics
and society was very different from that of the First World War?

OR

4 How accurate is it to say that living standards in the USA were transformed for the
better in the years 1941-80?

Exemplar response C

Chosen question number: Question3 X Question 4
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This response received 14 marks.

4 13-16 | + Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an analysis of the
relationships between key features of the period, although treatment of
issues may be uneven.

« Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its
demands.

* Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied in the process of coming to a judgement. Although some of the
evaluations may be only partly substantiated, the overall judgement is
supported.

* The answer is generally well organised. The argument is logical and is
communicated with clarity, although in a few places it may lack
coherence and precision.
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Exemplar response D

Chosen question number:  Question 3 Question4 X
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This response received 11 marks.

3 8-12 | + There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the
relevant key features of the period and the question, although
descriptive passages may be included.

+ Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but
material lacks range or depth.

+ Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation.

+ The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.

Section C

Question 5

5 Inthe light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that the
Reagan presidency failed to live up to its own claims to reduce 'big government’?

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your
own knowledge of the issues.
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This response received 8 marks.

3 8-12 + Demonstrates understanding of the extracts and shows some analysis
by selecting and explaining some key points of interpretation they
contain and indicating differences.

« Knowledge of some issues related to the debate is included to link to, or
expand, some views given in the extracts.

« A judgement is given and related to some key points of view in the
extracts and discussion is attempted, albeit with limited substantiation.
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This response received 15 marks.
4 13-16 | + Demonstrates understanding of the extracts, analysing the issues of

interpretation raised within them and by comparison of them.

+ Integrates issues raised by extracts with those from own knowledge to
discuss the views. Most of the relevant aspects of the debate will be
discussed, although treatment of some aspects may lack depth.

» Discusses evidence provided in the extracts in order to reach a
supported overall judgement. Discussion of points of view in the
extracts demonstrates understanding that the issues are matters of
interpretation.
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